
 
1 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Mountain Lakes High School promotes a supportive learning environment where 
every student is challenged, inspired, and empowered to cultivate the intellectual 
curiosity, skills, and knowledge needed to contribute as a responsible and 
productive citizen of the global community.  In order for students to gain the most 
from their high school educational experience, we urge careful course planning 
that involves the student, his or her parents, teachers and counselor.  This 
collaboration will result in a comprehensive educational program that is adapted 
to individual needs as well as state and local graduation requirements. 
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 HONORS/AP COURSE APPROVAL 
 
The student who desires to take an honors/AP course must demonstrate 
the motivation and academic credentials necessary for approval and 
admission into an honors/AP level course of study. 
 

Criteria for Changing Student Schedules 
 
Student schedules are developed in the spring of each year at which time the 
faculty and staff conduct much counseling and planning with students.  The 
process includes input from students, parents, teachers, counselors and 
administrators.  Finally, the schedule each student selects is produced, and the 
Board of Education builds its budget from the resulting Program of Studies. 
 
Students are expected to honor their commitments and to attend and 
satisfactorily complete the courses in which they enroll during counseling 
conferences. 
 
After receipt of schedule, changes will not be made for reasons of 
convenience.  Only educationally sound changes will be considered according to 
the guidelines listed below: 
 
All schedule changes require signatures by: parent, counselor, teacher and 
Supervisor. 
 
Schedule changes will be made for the following reasons only: 
 

1. If there is a need to correct a clerical error in the schedule. 
2. If there is a recommendation from the Child Study Team. 
3. If there is a recommendation from an administrator for disciplinary, 

attendance or instructional reasons. 
4. If there is a request made by the professional staff though the 

appropriate Supervisor. 
5. If the student needs remediation. 

 
Student-initiated schedule changes will not be considered for any of the following 
reasons: 
 

1. The course content or standards differ from student expectations or the 
course is not needed for graduation. 

2. The student has a preference for a given teacher or the student has a 
last minute preference for some other subject. 

3. The student wished to take less than the required selected courses. 
4. Rearranging periods for convenience. 

 
In exceptional cases, an appeal may be made to the Director of Guidance.  The 
Director of Guidance will confer with the Supervisor and the Principal before 
anyone initiates a change of schedule.  An appeal can be made solely to the 
Principal only after all procedures have been followed.  Schedule changes are 
handled on a case by case basis. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 

 
The World Language Honors Program seeks to develop language skills 
(listening, speaking, reading and writing) that are useful in themselves and can 
be applied to various activities and disciplines.  Included in the study of French 
and Spanish at the advanced levels are knowledge of 20th century French and 
Spanish culture, theatre, civilization and the study of unabridged literature.  
 
French and Spanish courses will be conducted for the most part in the target 
language.  Students will be expected to take notes in the target language, ask 
and answer questions with ease and comprehend lectures in the language.  
Students will read, make oral presentations, and write in the language.  
 
Seniors will be encouraged to take the Advanced Placement exam in French or 
Spanish language. 
 
Classics/Latin 
The Classics program provides a comprehensive introduction to the languages, 
civilization and modern-day influence of ancient Rome and Greece.  Lower level 
classes (I and II) focus on learning Latin, but also take time to learn the Greek 
alphabet and simple aspects of ancient Greek.  Upper level (honors) classes (III, 
IV and V) focus on reading famous ancient Roman authors such as Julius 
Caesar, Cicero and Virgil in the original text.  In addition, the honors levels learn 
enough ancient Greek to read selected passages from authors such as Homer, 
Plato, Sophocles and the New Testament.  They also learn to speak simple 
conversational Modern Greek. 
 
Students at all levels will enhance their English verbal skills and vocabulary 
through learning basic, high frequency Greek and Latin word roots.  Students will 
gain appreciation and insight into ancient Greek and Roman mythology, history, 
literature, philosophy and culture.   
 
Students at all levels will have the opportunity to complete in the annual National 
Latin Exam, the Medusa Mythology Exam and, in some cases, the National 
Greek Exam. 
 
 
Latin for Building English Vocabulary Grade level:  9 – 12 
 2.5 credits – Half year 
This course is dedicated to building students’ knowledge of English words that 
they will need for upcoming standardized exams (in particular the SAT), for better 
understanding of class work, and for conveying to others through the words they 
choose that they are educated people.   
 
During the year students learn high frequency academic vocabulary, study the 
most important Latin and Greek roots that underlie up to 70% of all English 
words, and study how English words can be created from classical roots. 
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Latin I Grade Level: 9-12  
 5 Credits - Full Year 
Students learn the basic structure of Latin and are introduced to simple readings 
from ancient Roman inscriptions, actual Latin graffiti from Pompeii, as well as 
formal literature that includes Julius Ceasar’s The Conquest of France, 
Suetonius’ The Lives of the Roman Emperors and the Vulgate.  Students will 
also learn the Greek alphabet. 
 
Students learn basic Greek and Latin word roots, myths, history and culture of 
ancient Greece and Rome and major ways that the ancient world has influenced 
Western and American civilization. 
 
Classics/Latin II Prerequisite: Classics I 
 Grade Level: 9-12 
 5 Credits - Full year 
Students finish the fundamentals of Latin language and progress to more 
challenging reading selections that include Cicero and Virgil.  Students’ 
knowledge of Greek also progresses to competency in reading simple sentences 
from ancient texts.  Students also study key philosophical, literary and historical 
ideas and issues of ancient Greece and Rome. 
 
Classics/Latin III & IV (Honors) Prerequisite: Classics II 
 Grade Level: 10-12 
 5 Credits Per Full Year 
Students in the honors levels progress to advanced readings of Roman authors, 
especially Virgil’s Aeneid, and develop their Greek sufficiently to be able to read 
select passages from Homer, Plato, Sophocles and the New Testament.  
Students will also challenge themselves by deciphering inscriptions in the 
mysterious ancient Etruscan language, beginning Modern Greek, and becoming 
acquainted with the workings of Indo-European linguistics. 
 
Advanced Placement Latin V Prerequisite: Classics III/IV 
This course prepares students to read a major Roman literary work, Virgil’s epic 
the Aeneid.  Students have completed their study of Latin grammar and will focus 
on rapid reading of the text.  In addition, the class will study the conventions of 
classical poetry and poetic meter, the historical and literary context of ancient 
Rome in which the text was written, and how to interpret Virgil’s use of rhetorical 
and other stylistic devices.  This course will prepare students who wish to take 
the Advanced Placement Latin Examination. 
 
French I Grade Level: 9-12  
 5 Credits - Full Year 
The basic structure and vocabulary of the language are introduced and practiced 
through the use of film, oral practice and tapes, dialogues, narratives, dictations, 
conversation and writing. Students will begin to explore the culture of France and 
the French-speaking world. 
 
French II Honors Grade Level: 9 – 12 
 5 Credits – Full Year 
French II Honors is an accelerated study of the French structure and vocabulary 
with many of the same aural-oral methods used in French I.  This course is 
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designed for the level II student who not only has an interest in French, but also 
has demonstrated previous high level achievement in French I.  The student 
must be organized, highly motivated and recommended by their level I teacher. 
 
French II Prerequisite: French I 
 Grade Level: 9-12 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
French II continues the exploration of French structure and vocabulary with the 
many of the same aural-oral methods used in French I. Listening and speaking 
French are taught using tapes and conversations. Reading and writing are taught 
in a guided way through the textbook. 
 
French III Prerequisite: French II 
 Grade Level: 10-12 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
French III class time is divided about equally between continuing the study of the 
French language and applying it by reading, writing, speaking, listening, and 
other activities using the target language. Special cultural focus will be on the 
study of 19th and 20th Century French Art. 
 
French III Honors Prerequisite:  French II 
 Grade level: 10 – 12 
 5 Credits – full year 
French III Honors is an accelerated study of the French language and culture.  
This course is designed for the level III student who not only has an interest in 
French, but also has already demonstrated previous high-level achievement in 
French II.  It is expected that students who enroll in this course will be well 
organized, capable of abstract reasoning, highly motivated, and recommended 
by their level II teacher. 
 
French IV Honors Prerequisite: French III  
 Or French III Honors 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
A thematic unit approach will include varied activities. Short reading selections 
provide an introduction to topics, while classroom discussion and oral 
presentations allow for expansion. A study of advanced grammatical structures 
will be a major component of the class.  During the second semester, students 
will continue to expand their reading abilities through an unabridged novel and 
play as well as through short stories. Films and tapes will provide opportunities 
for further listening comprehension. 
 
French IV Prerequisite:  French III or French III Honors 
 5 Credits – Full Year 
French IV has two objectives – an examination of the major grammatical 
Structures of the language and an introduction to the analysis of literary texts.  
Previously studied grammatical topics will be reviewed and new structure will be 
introduced and practiced.  The student will be expected to demonstrate his 
mastery of this material in both the oral and written form.  Short stories and 
excerpts of novels will be read, discussed, and analyzed in French.  Films and 
tapes will provide opportunities for further listening comprehension. 
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French 5 Prerequisite:  French 4 or French 4 Honors 
 5 credits – Full Year 
 
French 5 would allow students who have completed French 4, to continue their 
studies of the language without having to choose AP French 5. 
 
French 5 class objectives will emphasize oral communication with speaking 
activities about contemporary issues and current news.  Informal readings will be 
selected from authentic material gathered from French language newspapers.  
Formal reading material will be chosen from a selection of short stories and 
poems written by French and Latin American authors.  A grammar review will be 
completed as a functional component of communicative language learning 
process. 
              
Advanced Placement French V Prerequisite: French IV 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
The first semester emphasis is on a review of the mechanics of the French 
language with focus on the development of a natural, flowing style in French 
writing and speaking. Individualized instruction will be employed in working with 
each student to help overcome his/her difficulties with grammar, vocabulary, 
phonetics and style. Reading of unabridged works will begin. 
 
During the second semester, students will have the opportunity to broaden their 
knowledge of French literature through readings of such authors as Camus, 
Merimee, and Voltaire. Through these readings, students will study the 
techniques and biographical data reflected in the literary output of these major 
literary figures. Films and tapes will be used to broaden students’ abilities to 
comprehend the spoken word. This course will prepare students who wish to 
take the Advanced Placement French Language Examination. 
 
Spanish Conversation & Culture I Grade Level:  9 – 11 
 5 Credits – Full Year 
The basic structure and vocabulary of the language are introduced through the 
use of videos, oral practice with audiocassettes, dialogues and conversation.  
The emphasis will be the practical use of language for day to day life. 
 
Spanish Conversation & Culture II                    Prerequisite:  Spanish 
Conversation & Culture I Grade Level:  10 – 12 
 5 Credits – Full Year 
Basic work began in the first year is reviewed.  The culture of the peninsular and 
Latino population will be studied through video, music, dance, and student 
research. 
 
Spanish I Grade Level: 9-12 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
The basic structure and vocabulary of the language are introduced and practiced 
through the use of videos, oral practice with audiocassettes, dialogues, 
narratives, dictations, conversation and writing. 
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Spanish II Prerequisite: Spanish I 
 Grade Level: 9-12 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
Basic work begun in the first year is reviewed and expanded. The student 
continues to expand his repertoire of grammatical structures and idioms. A solid 
grasp of the basic structures of the language is acquired through frequent 
practice with audiocassettes, conversation, narratives, writing, and videos. 
 
Spanish III Prerequisite: Spanish II 
 Grade Level: 10-12 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
This course combines speaking, listening comprehension, and writing with 
special emphasis placed on composition skills. It incorporates new vocabulary 
and grammatical structures related to the previously learned Spanish I and 2. 
Spanish and Latin American Culture are discussed through the use of textbook 
narrative, authentic films and videocassettes. 
 
Spanish III Honors Prerequisite:  Spanish II 
 Grade level:  10 – 12 
 5 credits – Full year 
Spanish III Honors is an accelerated study of the Spanish language and culture.  
This course is designed for the level III student who not only has an interest in 
Spanish, but also has already demonstrated previous high-level achievement in 
Spanish II.  It is expected that students who enroll in this course will be well 
organized, capable of abstract reasoning, highly motivated, and recommended 
by their level II teacher. 
 
Spanish IV Honors Prerequisite: Spanish III 
 Or Spanish III Honors 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
Spanish IV has two objectives - an examination of the major grammatical 
structures of the language and an introduction to the analysis of literary texts. 
Previously studied grammatical topics will be reviewed and new structures will be 
introduced and practiced. The student will be expected to demonstrate his 
mastery of this material in both the oral and written Spanish produced in and out 
of class. Short stories by contemporary peninsular and Latino authors will be 
read, discussed, and analyzed in Spanish. 
 
Spanish IV Prerequisite:  Spanish III or III Honors 
 5 Credits – Full year 
Spanish IV is designed to examine the major grammatical structure of Spanish 
and to introduce analysis of literary texts.  A study of advanced grammatical 
structure will be a major component of the class.  Literary selections will include 
short stories, excerpts of novels, and poetry from several Latin American and 
Spanish authors.  Films and music will provide opportunities for further listening 
comprehension. 
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Spanish 5 Prerequisite:  Spanish 4 or Spanish 4 Honors 
 5 credits – Full Year 
 

Spanish 5 would allow students who have completed Spanish 4, to continue their 
studies of the language without having to choose AP Spanish 5. 

Spanish 5 class objectives will emphasize oral communication with speaking 
activities about contemporary issues and current news.  Informal readings will be 
selected from authentic material gathered from Spanish language newspapers.  
Formal reading material will be chosen from a selection of short stories and 
poems written by Spanish and Latin American authors.  A grammar review will be 
completed as a functional component of communicative language learning 
process. 

 
Advanced Placement Spanish V Prerequisite: Spanish IV 
 5 Credits - Full Year 
This course is designed to develop student proficiency in all four-language skills 
so as to meet the challenge of the Advanced Placement Examination. 
Contemporary texts - essays. articles, short stories. novels, poetry and plays - 
will be read, analyzed and discussed in Spanish. Much of the reading consists of 
the works of Lorca, Garcia Marquez, and Borges. Students will enhance their 
conversational and composition skills by composing oral presentations and 
written themes on both literary and nonliterary topics. Listening proficiency will be 
developed via tapes, films and video. This course provides a valuable 
preparation for those students who wish to continue study in Spanish at the 
university level. 
 
 

 


